HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 22, 1999 Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with profound sadness in my heart to pay tribute to Mr. Joe Serna, Jr.
Joe Serna, Jr. lived a life which exemplified what is best in the American dream.
Joe grew up the son of immigrant farm laborers. Throughout his youth, he worked tirelessly on behalf of migrant farm workers under the guidance of his role model, Cesar Chavez. The experience gave Joe great strength of character and led him to dedicate his life to the service of others. As a professor of government and ethics at California State University at Sacramento, Joe continued to be a champion and advocate of migrant worker rights while also reaching out to the young minds in his classrooms.
Joe was elected to the Sacramento City Council on November 3, 1981 and served there until his election as mayor of Sacramento on November 3, 1992. In rising to mayor of Sacramento, Joe became the first Latino mayor of a major California city.
Joe was known by all as a man of the highest ethic and integrity. He was a master coalition builder, always working for the common good. Joe leaves behind a powerful legacy as a revitalizer of his city, and as a crusader for educational reform.
My personal memory of him will be as a friend and role model. He was a man who could have held some of the highest government posts in the Capitol of the United States, Washington, DC. I say this from close, personal knowledge. Instead, Joe chose to serve the people of another great Capitol-Sacramento, my hometown, and the place to which he devoted his life and energy.
Joe Serna, Jr. will be greatly missed in both Sacramento and throughout the State which he so valiantly sought to improve and see prosper. Behind the plate, Ivá n won his eighth consecutive Rawlings Gold Glove Award, the second most in history behind Johnny Bench. He threw out 54.2% (39 of 72) of the runners attempting to steal, the fifth straight year he has led the majors in that department. It was the highest percentage since statistics were first kept. Ivá n also led major league catchers with 141 starts and had ten pure pickoffs.
Ivá n also captured his sixth consecutive A.L. Silver Slugger Award and was selected as the catcher on the Associated Press Major League All-Star Team.
Through his dedication, discipline, and success in baseball, Ivá n serves as a role model for millions of youngsters in the United States and Puerto Rico who dream of succeeding, like him, in the world of baseball.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating Mr. Ivá n Rodríguez for his contributions and dedication to baseball, as well as for serving as role model for the youth of Puerto Rico and the U.S.A. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 18, 1999 Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3194 contains a provision exempting from Superfund liability certain transactions in recyclable materials. This exemption is drawn from S. 1528. While Senators LOTT and DASCHLE have provided a basic description of Congress's intent in passing the language, the purpose of this statement is to provide some additional detail on two particular provisions: § 127(g) on the liability of other parties at affected Superfund sites, and § 127(i) on the effect on completed actions.
New § 127 of CERCLA provides that parties who engaged in certain transactions involving recyclable materials ''shall not be liable'' under the provisions of Superfund. Subsection (g) describes the effect of this bill on the Superfund liability of owner/operators who remain liable at a site. This provision clearly provides that at a Superfund site where some parties are exempted from liability by § 127, the remaining non-exempt owner/operators at the site should not face increased liability as a result of the enactment of § 127. As a result, the liability of owner/operators is to be determined as if § 127 had not been enacted, using the usual and customary factors considering the relative contribution of all parties, both exempt and non-exempt. This provision ensures that any exempted share created by operation of this section is not transferred to owner/operators. 
